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I Experience as a lawyer in my
home country

First of all, I want t thank the OBA for inviting me to
speak a bit about myself. I appreciate the opportunity to
get involved.

After passing the California Bar Exam in 2004, 1
practiced law in California for over five years, from 2004
to 2010. I worked as a law firm associate, and as an in-
house counsel for a biotechnology company. My focus
was on transactional matters, rather than on litigation. I
drafted, reviewed, and negotiated various contracts,
such as vendor agreements and licensing agreements,
and I conducted research and provided advice regarding
the laws applicable to entities in California.

II Reasons for coming to Japan

Before attending law school and starting my law carcer in
California, I was fortunate enough to spend three years
living and working in Matsuyama, Ehime, as a member
of the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Program™. At
first, [ was thinking of teaching in a country where people
use Spanish. I studied Spanish in junior high and high
school, and my cousin lived in Mexico. But I became in-
terested in Japan after | saw an advertisement for the JET
Program when [ was a student at UCLA. In Matsuyama,
I worked with some great colleagues, I enjoyed some
wonderful learning experiences, and I became more inter-
ested in this country that seemed so different from my
home country. Before the start of my third year on the
JET Program, I spent a summer in Kyoto, where I at-
tended a Japanese language school, and where I met the
Japanese woman who would later become my wife.

* The JET Program is a program offered by the Japanese government
(the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Education, Culwre,
Sports, Science and Technology, the Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Communications and local government organizations). The program
invites young people from overseas, such as the USA, and offers the
participants an opportunity to teach foreign languages, sports, cte. at
local schools all over Japan or to work at a local government office to
promote international exchange. (Note by the interviewer.)



HY 7 A=TOa—A 7 —AL{EFERICE, HEc—HE#Eac While attending a California law school, I spenta
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LHFERICE YA AR L TR AR TS v 2= vy TR Japanese corporation that does business on a regular ba-

BRL¥ L7 sis with entities based outside of Japan,
TR O, FrEdic A B E A RTIC, BAMZT A Y A IckE A few months before I passed the bar exam and
became a lawyer, | married my wife who was staying in

4 e e J
RS éni*%l'i Lo LT, 20104, BLme ’chi 42 the U.S. In 2010, I moved from California to Kyoto,
AN =T LRENCE D | R A a2 2 EomBlo £ ek with my wife and our daughter. We moved so we could
EFBC L LE L, BRI IpEL & LTt s Hdat7 ¢ be closer to my wife’s parents who were facing health
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) and not in Tokyo, where there were many jobs for law-
RPL2=—=I BEOY LA — P LE Lo BT HSHEIS yers, [ started on a bit of a unique path. [ expected to
HMEotHERH D LBEoTwenTH, ECRHEELL b2 find job openings for foreign lawyers in the Kansai area,
DL E NS T EHbDE L, MEEEcIhE+-0mHD but then I discovered that there were fewer opportuni-
ties here than there were in Tokyo. As 1 was getting to

L K N —AER g Y K 3 =3
SEEPLIOMEL 220, —HFHRRTY Y~ 4%, ¥, know the legal community in the Kansai area, [ worked
FrRY, FREVSEHERFCCEE Ui, 2ofbich, 3 for a year as a farmer, growing vegetables such as sweet
L BIHFEDAF— Y F v TELEML D, IEEFIFEC potatoes, onions, cabbage, and eggplant; my wife and |
EIASHAT & LTI A R Ak ) LE L £/, o Easwle }'msted Sports camps where people exerclse. in2n El-'lg-
. ) X B e lish-speaking environment; I taught English as a foreign
BT 2 REILL LI TP, HARASRE LIRS language (EFL) for a nonprofit group; and my wife and
HADdLE LI I ran a legal translation company where | could teach

20134 b 201545 % © HADHEHEIHSHT Gl 72, GOHA.  1egal English to Japanese lawyers.

S - . et After working for a Japanese law firm from 2013
BRI PHIEFIRL % Lico ZCClk, & LORE w 2015, I started GOH Foreign Law Office, where 1
TOHBEEFLHRER L L v o AR S BREMFRO L3 help people in the Kansai area with their U.S. immigra-

= fm2 2 e tion matters, such as working visas and citizenship is-
ELTWET, T/, WP, RBR, HHICH 3 KEDIEF HIEEAT freries opeiioorts 8 p ; p
FEBCTED . 20164EICHE, BRASECERD 25 xE8a T U N3 ition, I enjoy being an adjunct lecturer at

universities in Kobe, Nara, and Shiga. Also, T plan to
ETT teach a law class at Konan University in 2016.
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II What I think of Japanese
legal professionals

(judges, lawyers, and if possible prosecutors)

I have met various lawyers in the U.S. and in Japan
over the past 10 years. When comparing California
and Japan, I find it interesting how the bar exam pass
rate is lower in Japan and how this might affect the
public perception of Japanese lawyers; I seem to meet
many Japanese attorneys who work on a wide range
of cases and many California attorneys who limit
their practice areas to certain fields; the Japanese bar
fees can be ¥500,000 per year, while California law-
yers pay about ¥50,000, or 10 times less; there are
many classes of Japanese legal professionals (e.g., ju-
dicial scriveners, administrative scriveners, etc.) who
do things that only licensed attorneys can do in Cali-
fornia; and many Japanese lawyers seem to rely on
in-person meetings more and email exchanges less
when it comes to accepting new clients.

When [ first started as a lawyer in California, 1
think it was common for attorneys in law firms to
charge a few hundred dollars per hour, depending on
their professional experience and what would be con-
sidered reasonable at the time. The legal marker in
California has changed in the past 10 years. A recent
survey in the U.S. described lawyering as a job that is
no longer considered prestigious because, among
other reasons, the large debts and high unemploy-
ment rates that law school graduates are facing.

Regardless of what country they are from, 1
am grateful for the opportunities 1 have had to
learn from lawyers who pur their clients’ interests
before their own, who uphold the law and comply
with their duty of competence, and who strive for
excellence by approaching the law as a calling or
vocation. Practicing lawyers may face many chal-
lenges and pressures that they may not have ap-
preciated before they passed the bar exam. For ex-
ample, in exchange for the opportunity to help
people with their problems, many lawyers struggle
to find che time and means to satisfy student loan




cEhdH3), zofticd, HBFORE. FELRIROIHP,
HEBITHERHOBTT. v T —2 RIEGT 370D THA~D ),
ST T 4 TEIEA~ OB & TR E D7 i th 4 2K
RHNEBT, BRALEPCILD LT hE R EdA. fire
bttt Theh, BoolEgPR 240, FEvEhtha
—— IV hiREE R 0T, B—R 7 —MCAFLE T, FNEhOBR
BioWpc, EXA 2R LTwELEWET L, ZAAHRTC, (HE
&\ BR, EFELvoklfidEgn, BT 278t 2MELEd. £
LT, BEAahs, Ba&etifiictbbh, EARHERIA-TY
BFIF 2 L 2T EEZLD LN, [l HRICTT>TLES AD
WETA, Z2OLRALBICOWTY, BEhsCcEEHioTw
£

FLoE . BT e L TiIKBROGETE L b & T,
FEHIEHET & LT A BT LA CE, k. KEOBREMFED
HEOHCIHEL ., ZDMOBEICHOTIEREFEICH > TR
PRE L CELHRPHRANORELICHENTHCEHRTET
wET,

4. Kot
ZDIHFENCONWTDIRAH

KiiFriitLo—HichhToM L nwTd, LiLadib, &b
BAEREVED L 570, D xWilaiddnh % L,

HY T AT b HRCE D EAKE, 2010 KRFHLS
Eiinienci A, 3T FEEAR, cokSIcELwELE
FoTwaT eIClEE F Lz fAd, [BPEIcEATWT, AU Tx 0
=T OFHEEERER T BE T LHEHM L. A7 T4
T E LT TERNDERIIOTTH, EDYEE, ABRFra-1
SLLTEDLS KA EGTE ZMICONTOFRATI]TH -
Teceib, BEAVRORI VT4 TETHEESRHDFEALTL,

201347 H, MEAT Vo= A b & LT, KB oERFHHTC)
EMEDE Lo 20124210 A, KERFpE-EE2 7Y 7 4 =TI
LTI ERFRS Licc s, ¢ TH5N L sk TH,
KRTHY 7 x =T IO TR AR T2 H L AwEDO— AL
LT bolHBCHEL LMD, XDELEFETnEE
TWnE L7,

ZOWE b, FlHZ A 2014453 5, AEBERHRELLLT
A FrHELEDEBICAYE L. 727/, BfiaHEAEOuC,
—BIC 50 A% b A b nc ki, R %Z0720b
H{ICT, BHHCid, BADIZS 239 Y 7 4 =T X0 ERAZE <)
0EF, (il HEOEFRIZ L VFECT) 25, Ffilitks
BCOWCELE, ARDFHEAEH ) 7+ =T Mo FpHEAL LD
EHOBEEELTWET, ZL T, WHix, KR -20o&R T
OB IAE, Sv7Ly b, #Etof oS chflihEd,

obligations (which can be about ¥10,000,000 for
three years of law school in the U.S.), cover office
expenses, pay bar fees, complete continuing educa-
tion requirements, attend networking events, in-
vest in marketing strategies, and otherwise meet

the needs of a functioning law office. Each of us
comes to the law with our individual personality
and style, our own beliefs, and our unique person-
al experiences. I can appreciate how lawyers are
doing the best they can based on their circum-
stances. | admire the practitioners who achieve
success by cultivating virtues like prudence, cour-
age, and justice, and | pray for the attorneys who
are misled by notions of money, status, and win-
ning at all costs.

By being a sole practitioner with minimum
office expenses, | am able to teach as an adjunct
lecturer and focus on U.S. immigration cases while
referring other legal matters to Japanese and non-
Japanese attorneys who 1 have established relation-
ships with over the years.

IV What I think of the OBA
and its activities

I am grateful to be a member of the OBA. However,

this relationship has taken some time to develop.

I remember showing up at the OBA in 2010,
after moving from California to Japan. [ was amazed
that a bar association is housed in such a beautiful
building! I introduced myself as a California-licensed
attorney living in the Kansai area, and I said I was
interested in volunteering my time. Unfortunately,
the OBA did not know how to process my request,
and I could not have an opportunity to get involved
as a volunteer at that time.

In July 2013, I started working as a foreign as-
sociate at a Japanese law firm in Osaka. I was de-
lighted to discover that the OBA had signed a friend-
ship agreement with the State Bar of California in
October 2012. Since I was one of the few California-
licensed attorneys in Osaka, I wanted to learn more
and I was hoping to get more involved.

Since that time, | have taken steps to become
an OBA member, as a registered foreign attorney, in
March 2014. T was shocked that, on top of the large
monthly fee, [ was required to pay a one-time fee of
¥500,000. Sometimes the cost differences berween
Japan and California are good (e.g., Japanese health-
care is more affordable), buc in this case, Japanese
lawyers have higher bar association costs than Cali-
fornia lawyers do. And sometimes [ get overwhelmed
with the volume of advertisements, pamphlets, and
magazines that OBA members receive.

HA KRB 122 — OBA Monthly Journal 2015.6 k]|
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V Thoughts about the future of
Japan and the legal profes-

sion

I enjoy many advantages by living in Japan. Com-
pared to many places, the healtheare is affordable,
crime rates scem low, there seem to be fewer prob-
lems with guns, drugs, teenage pregnancy, etc. How-
ever, it feels like this society has its fair share of chal-
lenges as well.

After living as a minority in Japan, I can better
understand how important it is for everyone in any
country to have a voice. When I was living in Califor-
nia, in many situations I was considered a part of the
majority group. At that time, I thought I knew how
it feels to be a minority, but I did not really know.
After coming to Japan I have witnessed some behav-
ior and have heard some comments that have helped
me understand how it feels to be a minority. I can
better understand the reasons why diversity and dif-
ferent points of view are so important. I think Japan,
and my home country, would benefit if more people
had the opportunity to experience how it feels to be
a minority. (It would be grear if all college students
had to live and worlk in a foreign country before they
could obrain their diploma.)

If the people who have power in a school, busi-
ness, or government do not reflect the regular folks
and do not value their ideas or represent their inter-
ests, then the entity will likely not be as successful as
it could be. For example, it seems like many Japanese
entities would benefit from having a greater percent-
age of women in positions of power. And, although [
think many people in my home country would ben-
efit if they could respect their elders like many Japa-
nese people do, I am sometimes astonished by how
II]UCh pO\Ver many Orgﬂnilati()ns appcar to ﬂllOCﬂ[C
to people based on their age rather than on their abil-
ity. I admire the groups that are open to new ideas
and that atctempr to make changes because they see
how this is in the best interests of the organization.

I am grateful for what I have learned by living
in Japan. I am fascinated with Japanese culture; I ad-
mire the patience, or ability to gaman, of many Japa-
nese people; and [ sometimes struggle with the
group/individual dynamic, and concepts like uchi/
soto and tatamae/honne. I am thankful for the genu-
ine relationships 1 have enjoyed in Japan, and I hope
to expand my network as my Japanese language skills
and cultural competency improve.

(Interviewer: F[ERFE BB/ 03K : JTHE(F 32/ Photo: $h1&52)
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